Hebrews Lesson 3

ENCOURAGE ONE ANOHTER

(Jesus is superior to Moses)

Hebrews 3:1-4:13

Key Verse 3:12-13

1. Read verses 1-6. How did the author of Hebrews address those reading his letter? (1) What command is given to those who want to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ? In what ways are Moses and Jesus similar? (2, 5-6) In what way is Jesus much more than a prophet like Moses? What qualities are necessary for us to be faithful children of God? (6)

2. Read verses 7-11. What kind of believers may the people who wandered and died in the desert with Moses be likened to? (1Cor 10:1-14) How is Israel’s period of wandering in the desert described? (8) What were the consequences of the Israelites’ stubborn disobedience? (11)

3. Read verses 12-14. In light of the disobedience of the Israelites of the Exodus, what command was given to the Jewish believers of the first century? (12) How are those described who turn away from the living God? (12) What can help prevent Christians from turning away? How do we know whether we’ve become a partaker of Christ?

4. Read verses 15-19. How long did the disobedient Israelites wander in the wilderness? (17) What happened to the generation of Israelites who rebelled against God in the wilderness? (18-19)

5. Read 4:1-11. What is the “rest” spoken of in verse 1? (What is the allegorical equivalent of “rest” for the Christians?) What would keep us from obtaining this rest? (2) What “rest” awaited God’s people after Joshua and the Israelites had conquered Canaan? (8-9) How should we seek to learn from the Israelites’ negative example? (11) Isn’t “effort” contrary to the idea of “rest”?

6. Read verses 12-13. What is the word of God? What is unique about God? What sort of future awaited all of us? (13)

